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Markets are following seasonal trends with prices increasing in three areas – Beef, Produce, and Shell Eggs. Shell egg markets are feeling the impact of 
new regulations in the State of Calfornia. Ribeyes continue to increase in price due to normal seasonal demand. Grinds will stay relatively firm going into 
Christmas, but are expected to rise sharply after the holidays.In Produce, Tomatoes and Limes are experiencing adverse weather conditions and supplies 
are limited. 

If you have not yet set your fall/winter menu, now would be a good time to review yourpricing and incorporate these market trends. Have you considered 
market pricing for some items...an easy to use tool, Menu ProfitBuilder Pro®, is available from your US Foods® rep.

market headlines

tenderloins
Tenderloins remain in demand and the choice grade is still expected to move higher in price into December. It 
looks as if select has already hit its peak. This is a great time for customers to discuss their Holiday needs.   

ribeyes
Ribeyes remain firm as buyers continue to secure product for the holidays. They will continue to rise 
moderately throughout November, not just based on demand, but also on lower slaughter levels and higher 
live cattle costs. Choice is expected to advance at a greater rate than select. Light ribeyes will command a 
premium due to heavier carcass weights. This is a great opportunity for customers to secure product and help 
offset some of the higher prices expected. 

Grinds
Grinds are expected to rise sharply after Christmas. Demand is 15% above last year and trim supplies are at an all 
time low. Grinds will be heavily promoted after the holiday season. 

beeF

dairy

shell eGGs
Markets are finally starting to show the impact of the New Shell Egg Safety Regulations being put into place by 
the California Department of Food and Agriculture as of January 2015. Even though this only affects the sale of 
eggs in the state of California, these new regulations are drastically impacting the entire shell egg industry in the 
form of price increases and reduced supply. The main change is that the number of birds per cage needs to be 
cut in half. With half the birds producing eggs, overall supply declines. As California does not produce enough 
shell eggs now to meet their demand, shell egg facilities into the Midwest and further east are adjusting their 
caging systems to meet this additional demand. The Urner Barry market is already at record highs this week  
and further inflation is expected.
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beeF

Live cattle traded at a record $172 in some areas last week $3 higher than the 
previous week. Packers are having difficulty getting higher money for product as 
shoppers start to concentrate on Turkey for Thanksgiving.    

rounds
insides: Rounds were higher, but on light volume. There may be some near term 
strength but they are expected to move a little lower before they reach bottom at the 
end of middle or end of December. 

Flats: Bottom round flats dropped in price due to a lack of demand.  
There may be some near term strength, but we are still expecting them to  
move lower into December. 

loins
strips: Choice strips were barely higher last week, but selects took a rather 
higher jump. They are considered vulnerable to price change but there is limited 
downside for the remaining of the year. 

top butts: Choice top butts were higher and selects lower. We still may see 
some modest declines, but prices are expected to be firm in the winter. 

ball tips: All grades of ball tips are moved higher, but there is more downside 
risk rather than upside moving into the winter. 

tenderloins: Tenders are in relatively good demand. They are expected to 
move higher into the Holiday season peaking sometime at the end of November or 
beginning of December. Selects may be nearing their seasonal peak. 

ribs
ribeyes: All ribeyes were higher last week. Overall, expect the market to move 
higher the closer we get to the Holidays. 

ChuCks
ChuCk rolls: Chucks were lower due to lack of demand. They are still 
vulnerable to the downside, but the low should be reached shortly.  

thin meats & Grinds
Flap meat: Flap continue to oscillate up and down. You may see some higher 
prices the next couple of weeks due to higher live costs, but there is still risk to  
the downside. 

briskets: Briskets will remain strong even moving into the winter. Demand is 
outpacing supply at this time and with higher live costs, we don’t foresee much relief 
anytime soon.

Grinds: Grinds are firm, but have some downside potential into December.  
Prices could escalate after the holidays. 

skirt meat: Skirt was about the same and will remain vulnerable to  
price fluctuations. 



pork

Base hog prices reported steady to weaker as some buyers are still looking for animals for 
next week delivery. Last week slaughter numbers were reported at 2.19 million head, over 
5.0% from year ago. This week’s numbers are expected to come in slightly higher at 2.35 
million head, about 4% below year ago. Buyers are anticipating hog supplies to move higher 
week over week through the end of the year, but remain about 3% below 2013 levels. 

Next week is a short week for packers due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. Thus, expect supplies 
for week of 12/1 to be tight and prices to firm for the commodity cuts.

Hog weights are running steady to lower. Colder than normal temperatures has contributed 
to the decline. Overall weights are currently running about 4 lbs above year ago levels and 
this is expected to continue through year end. Heavier animals result in heavier pork carcass 
weights and, ultimately, larger pork cuts. Thus, availability of lighter or smaller “sized” items, 
like pork ribs may be in limited supply through early 2015.
 
On the demand side week over week, the majority of commodity pork cuts traded steady 
to lower, however that is about to change after Thanksgiving. Expect gradually increasing 
commodity pork prices during December and into the New Year as retailers increase their 
promotions and offer pork as an alternative to expensive beef items. On the processed meat 
side, bellies moved lower due to   weaker demand and hams were slightly higher on renewed 
interest from processors. 

loins
The market for bone in loins continued lower last week due to increased product availability 
and weak demand. While prices for boneless loins held steady and started trending higher 
due to increased retail demand. As the holiday season approaches, prices for both bone in 
and boneless loins are expected to firm and trend higher as retailers feature pork loins (in 
their December features) as a low cost alternative to higher priced beef items. 

tenders
Pork tenders dropped last week due to excess supplies and weaker product demand. Prices 
are expected to move higher next week and remain above year ago through the December 
timeframe. Retailers plan to feature this item (as a “value”) in their holiday promotions.

butts
Prices for pork butts moved lower last week due a combination of lackluster demand and ad-
ditional supplies. Prices are expected to trade steady to slightly higher through mid December 
on improved domestic and export demand. Prices expected to remain above year ago levels.

ribs
Spareribs traded steady last week as supplies met weekly product demand. Prices are 
expected to gradually move higher through year end and into 2015. This is due to packers 
converting their larger spareribs into value added St Louis Ribs. This reduces the overall 
supply of light spareribs and firms up the pricing. Back Ribs held steady to slightly higher 
last week on improved demand. Prices for Back Ribs are expected to trade steady to slightly 
higher through December. Lighter Spareribs, St. Louis ribs and Back ribs are expected to be 
in tight supply (due to heavier hog weights).

bellies/baCon
Bacon/Belly prices moved higher last week, but the market continues to exhibit increased 
volatility (week over week) as packers and processors adjust their fresh and frozen 
inventories. In addition, lackluster retail demand (for bacon) continues to support volatile 
markets. Prices are expected to remain volatile through mid/late December then begin 
moving higher by early January 2015.

hams
Ham prices moved higher last week due to tight supplies of lighter weight hams and stronger 
demand for holiday hams. Ham prices are expected to gradually move higher through mid 
December as buyers book last minute holiday ham orders. Ham prices are expected to 
remain above year ago levels through year end. 

trim 
The following market dynamics will impact finished goods pricing during November. Pork 
trimmings started their seasonal move lower and are expected to continue moving lower 
through the end of this year. Thus prices for processed meat items, like hot dogs and dinner 
sausage are expected to move lower during the November time frame. Prices expected to 
remain above 2013 levels. 

piCniCs
Pork Picnics turned higher last week on reports that export shipments are increasing. Prices 
are expected to trade steady to slightly lower through year end. Prices may firm as sausage 
and hot dog makers begin freezing picnics for use in dinner sausage.
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This week in the chicken complex, spot market activity was mostly regular. Demand 
patterns were just fair for a first of the month, but movement was decent enough to 
keep inventories manageable. Wing supplies, with the exception of Jumbo’s, were 
readily available in the market place. Many operations switched off the jumbo wing to 
the slightly smaller medium wing to take care of some below market prices. Seller’s 
positions may have varied from plant to plant, but industry wide trading levels were still 
no better than unsettled. Boneless breasts and tenders exhibited a very good balance 
between supply and demand. Though there were some shortages from the major 
vendors, secondary spot markets were able to step up to meet demand. Whole Bird and 
WOG offerings continued to be held with confidence as buyers needs remained active. 
The retail segment did stop discounting rotisserie offerings in the deli department, thus 
causing the market to slip slightly. The back half of the bird maintained its mostly steady 
position. Product moved normally all week and trading ranges were well-supported. 

The turkey industry this week was consumed by packing and shipping to cover 
Thanksgiving. The industry will start concentrating on the December holiday needs next 
week while evaluating current inventories.

 Hatcheries in the United States weekly program set 201 million eggs in incubators 
during the week ending November 1, 2014, up 2 percent from a year ago. Hatcheries in 
the 19 State weekly program set 195 million eggs in incubators during the week ending 
November 1, 2014, up 2 percent from the year earlier. Average hatchability for chicks 
hatched during the week in the United States was 83 percent. Average hatchability is 
calculated by dividing chicks hatched during the week by eggs set three weeks earlier.

Broiler growers in the United States weekly program placed 169 million chicks for meat 
production during the week ending November 1, 2014, up 4 percent from a year ago. 
Broiler growers in the 19 State weekly program placed 163 million chicks for meat 
production during the week ending November 1, 2014, up 4 percent from the year earlier. 
Cumulative placements from December 29, 2013 through November 1, 2014 for the 
United States were 7.56 billion. Cumulative placements were up slightly from the same 
period a year earlier.

boneless skinless breasts
The boneless breast market was well supported in most areas. It’s still the least expensive of 
the Center of the Plate protein offerings, thus demand remains steady. This market should 
move sideways through the Thanksgiving Holidays.

ChiCken tenderloins
The low price of tenderloins continues to drive further processors demand. The market is 
very balanced in terms of supply and demand. Though this market still has some downside, 
expect little movement during the November Holidays.

WinGs
Much like last week, this week the market is trending downward. The availability of Jumbo’s 
is tight, but there is an abundance of medium wings in the market to help supply outpace 
demand. Don’t be fooled by this market, as prices will start increasing dramatically in the 
next month.

boneless skinless thiGhs
The boneless thigh market remained flat this week as further processors continue to drive 
this market. This market has seen prices well supported throughout the week and into 
Thanksgiving. December will see a slight softening to the market.

poultry

turkey
boneless skinless turkey breasts
The frozen boneless turkey breast market remains at record highs. The demand is 
softening, however, with the whole turkey leaving cold storage for delivery producers 
are starting to increase the supply of boneless breast in the freezer. This market will 
definitely deflate in the near future.

Whole Frozen turkey 
The Whole Turkey market was flat this week as producers concentrated on packing and 
shipping product to cover their Thanksgiving orders. Once this process is complete, the 
market will re-assess their inventory position and the demand for the  
December Holidays.
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soybean oil
Crop: U.S. soybean ending stocks are expected to increase substantially in the 
2014/2015 crop year from a record low of 92 million bushel in 2013/2014 to north of 450 
million. Yield reports have continued to come in at or near record high levels. The U.S. 
soybean harvest progress was reported at 90% complete, up from 83% the prior week and 
in line with the five year average of 91%.

issues: Crushers have not been able to ramp up as quickly as they would have liked to 
due to the combination of some earlier harvest delays and the continuing nightmare with 
the rail logistics for soybean meal. Processors continue to struggle to find empty cars. 
Supply is going to remain tight in the short term – oil supply has slightly increased up from 
937M lbs to 1.064 B lbs. 

dairy
butter
The butter market is mostly flat as holiday orders are wrapping up and production is 
increasing seasonally due to available cream. Further deflation is expected, but timing of 
that deflation is still unknown.

Cheese
Cheese markets are following seasonal trends downward, which are expected for this 
time of year. Holiday orders have been filled with producers which is making inventory 
more available on the market. It is expected that markets should continue the current 
trend through the rest of Q4 and into January of next year.

shell eGGs
Markets are up substantially on all sizes with California recognizing the largest increases. 
The Urner Barry Market is seeing record highs with each daily close. Supplies are tight 
on all sizes. California is instituting new shell egg regulations effective in 2015 which are 
impacting the entire shell egg industry and driving the current inflation and supply issues.

milk & Cream
For the month of November, Class II butterfat prices decreased by double digits. Just in 
time for the holiday season, items that have high butterfat content will have decreases, 
specifically, whipping cream, half and half, and heavy cream. Butterfat pricing should 
continue to decline in December.

seaFood 

shrimp, domestiC  
(Whites and broWns)
The Brown shrimp season is done and prices are now stable. The White shrimp market is 
still going strong. Weather patterns in the Gulf has pushed shrimp out of shallow water. We 
are hearing with the moving to deeper water the white season may be coming to its end. 

Commodity GroCery

domestiC puds: The catch of small shrimp has really taken off this week with good 
inventories. We are nearing the end of the catch in the next  week as smaller shrimp have moved to 
deeper water. . We are looking at good inventories on all sizes. Prices are near the bottom and the 
next week should be the last of the catch. Inventories are in good shape time will tell on how long 
they will last until new pack.

shrimp, latin – Central ameriCa (Whites)
41-50 count and smaller are barely steady at listed levels with some slight discounting noted on the 
41-50 and 51-60 due to quiet demand. Although pricing is not changing a lot this week, it has been 
on the rise the past few weeks as a result of the typhoon in China.

usda: The 2014/15 world soybean stocks increased a record 23.5 MMTs (million metric 
tonnes) at 90.3 MMTs. The U.S. soybean yield and production estimates were increased and 
near trade expectations. The USDA is projecting a lower oil yield per bushel vs. last year with 
estimates near 11.42lbs per bushel. 

World neWs: Brazilian soybean acreage is expected to be up between 4 and 5% this fall 
and planting is now underway there with needed improvement in moisture conditions coming 
from recent rains. South American soybean planting progress is still behind average but making 
progress with conditions improving. Brazil is expected to have a bumper crop. 
India’s food ministry is looking to double the import tax on crude edible oil and raise the 
refined edible oil import tax by 50%. India is the world’s largest importer of vegetable oil and is 
expected to bring in 13.0 million metric tonnes in the new crop year compared to 11.6 MMT in 
2013/2014.
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shrimp, imported  
(blaCk tiGer and Whites)
tiGer: The HLSO market is stable with signs of lower pricing. Inventory is slowly 
moving and vendors are looking to move product. Retail commitments are filled. We 
still feel Tigers overall will be tight supply   as we’ve been recommending, conversion to 
whites remains a sound strategy, as the market will now dictate large gaps in pricing 
between the Tigers & Whites. 
Whites: The Asian and Latin markets have shown their first signs of weakening. We 
are not sure how long this trend will last. There is still concern once China starts to buy 
that prices will move up. Europe markets are slowing down and are helping to unsettle 
the market. EZ Peel White prices are starting to drop.

CatFish, domestiC & imported 
domestiC: The domestic catfish was steady this week and supplies are adequate 
for demand. 
imported: The market is starting to see some upward movement this week; as 
product is getting tighter. Inventories in the US are getting tighter, and in some cases not 
available. This is a result of the spring harvest that was considerably lower than LY. The 
outcome of the fall harvest will set pricing that will take us into December.

salmon
Chilean Farmed salmon: The Chilean frozen fillet market remains 
unsettled. Mostly lower offerings are noted on all sizes. There does not seem to be a 
issue with inventory and all sizes of filets are in good supply. The Chilean Fresh whole 
fish have had a small decrease in price. We do not think this will be a long  
term change and the market will become steady.
Wild alaskan salmon: The net king market trended lower and a few 
still lower offerings are noted. Supplies of net kings are fully adequate for a lackluster 
demand. The troll king market is unchanged along with the Sockeye, Chum, and  
Coho markets.

mahi mahi 
The catch has been good with mostly smaller fish being caught (1-3# loins).  
The thought is there is still a lot of fish to come out of the water and pricing could go 
lower in December. This is a wait and see market at this time.

sCallops 
sea: Prices are starting to rise. We feel as fishermen use up their quota, prices will 
continue to rise as product becomes short in the market. 
bay: Pricing unchanged this week.

tilapia
Pricing was stable this week on Tilapia, due to this year’s supply being better than 
earlier in the year. However, we are hearing that with the Holidays just around the corner 
imports are slowing down and there may be a small tick up in price. 

WhiteFish Complex  
(Cod, polloCk, haddoCk)
Cod: The market for Atlantic Cod is on the rise, Pacific Cod is showing signs of higher 
prices with new season 3-4 months away and Atantic Cod being high. 
polloCk: The market remains stable on both domestic and imported Pollock fillets. 
haddoCk: Pricing is on the rise and inventories are short.

kinG Crab
red & Golden: Alaska has called for a ban on Russian seafood imports in 
retaliation for Russia’s ban on US food shipments. Despite the justice of this, it may be 
a case of be careful what you wish for. For King crab, a shutdown of Russian product - 
which supplies about 90% of the US demand - would destroy the market. After years in 
which the Deadliest Catch gave a huge boost to crab consumption, nothing would make 
consumers madder than boosting a product that is unavailable. No retailer or restaurant 
wants to put themselves in that position of making their customers mad - so there would 
be a massive migration away from King Crab.

tuna, yelloWFin  
(Co treated)
The market rallied due to higher replacement costs and thinning inventories in the U.S. 
The undertone is full steady.

Crabmeat  
(blue & red, pasteurized)
Both Blue and Red markets are stable this week. Blue Swimming crab meat seems to be 
in better shape as the pipe line is filling up. Red Crab production has started and we feel 
as product hits the US in 60 days we may see some weakening in price.

snoW Crab
Canada: Pricing remained steady this week. Supplies are adequate to barely 
adequate for active demand. Larger Canadian clusters 10 and 12ups are starting to get 
tight on supply. Retail has stepped in on the Canadian Crab market and starting to make 
purchases for Holiday ads.
alaska: The market was stable this week with quiet demand. There may be a bit 
of discounting on the horizon as traders look to convert inventory to cash so they can 
participate in the King markets.
 
lobster tails  
Warm Water: Brazil is full steady to firm with a few lower offerings noted on 4 
and 5 oz. tails. Production has been related as slow. Caribbean quotations are listed. As 
North American Lobster prices and inventories become tight look at Warm Water Lobster 
Tails as a great item to move to with lower costs.
north ameriCan lobster: Pricing is now stable at high levels. Inventories 
are tight on most sizes. Outlook is market will stay high until after the New Year. Lobster 
meat is also firm.

seaFood (Cont’d)
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veGetables
potatoes
Russets: The Idaho Russet market continues to see 
increases in prices for the larger sizes (40-70ct) as 
supplies remain tight. There has been a slight increase 
in the market for 80 and 90ct, while the smaller sizes 
remain steady. The market should calm down after the 
Thanksgiving holiday. Elsewhere, there are plenty of supply 
and steady markets. The transportation issues worsen 
across the nation with the start of the Christmas tree 
market. Freight costs have increased and trucks are even 
more difficult to come by. Also, as we head into the winter 
months, delivery times may increase by 1-2 days due to 
the weather. 

Reds: With the upcoming holiday, demand for red 
potatoes has increased. Given the ample supplies, the 
market remains steady and should remain that way until 
December. North Dakota has good quality and supplies to 
cover for the winter months and Wisconsin should start to 
wind down in early January.

Sweet Potatoes: Harvesting is almost complete in the 
south for the sweet potato crop. The market remains 
steady as we head into the holiday. Quality is good and 
yields are higher than average

GarliC 
No changes this week for Chinese Peeled Garlic. The 
market seems to have settled into the current level of 
pricing. There is not an excess of product coming in and 
quality has been holding up. Demand for California Peeled 
Garlic remains higher than normal, and customers are still 
being held to Weekly Average Volume.

CabbaGe 
Market on cabbage is slightly down this week with light 
supply and good demand and quality out of California. 
Lighter supply is expected in the coming weeks. 

leaF lettuCe 
As with iceberg, all romaine should be shipping from Yuma 
starting Monday. This variety is also facing weight issues 
due to the early harvest. With the influx in demand from 
retail, FOB pricing for romaine is on the rise. 

iCeberG lettuCe
The market is starting to settle down as we see 
major decreases in FOB prices. Demand has dropped 
significantly, especially in regions experiencing poor 
weather conditions as restaurants are seeing far fewer 
customers. The quality for Iceberg is improving and we’re 
seeing good weights. 

onions
We continue to see very low prices on onions across the 
board as supplies continues to far exceed demand.  The 
previously mentioned transportation issues with potatoes 
will continue to affect delivery costs and timing until the 
first of the year. 

Chile peppers
Market is up down this week on Chile peppers, specifically 
Jalapeno and Serrano, with light supply and fairly moder-
ate demand. East coast supply is still limited. Good supply 
is expected in the coming weeks though which should 
create less pressure on the market.

CuCumbers
There has been a sharp increase in FOB prices for 
cucumbers coming out of the east coast, as supplies are 
very short and quality is variable. The west coast is also 
seeing a rise in FOB, but the quality crossing at Nogales 
is good. 

squash
We continue to see issues with the squash market across 
the country, for both yellow and green squash. Due to the 
wind storms and bloom drop on the east coast, and heavy 
rainfall on the west delaying the harvest, we continue to 
see a temporary gap in supplies. The strong demand from 
all regions is causing a sharp increase in FOB across the 
board. Quality has been a concern as well with reports  
of scarring. 

produCe
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tomatoes
Rounds: The round market continues to increase due 
to poor weather conditions. On the East coast, the cold 
weather has put an end to the harvesting season in 
Southern GA and Northern FL. The cold temperatures will 
also affect the Immokalee and Ruskin/Palmetto regions 
by delaying the maturing of the tomatoes but will most 
likely not cause any serious damage. The West coast has 
a delay in harvesting as many growers had to replant after 
the hurricanes and tropical storms. Quality from all regions 
is variable at this time and supplies will remain short until 
Immokalee is in full swing in early December and Mexico 
starts up in late December or early January.

Cherry and Grape: Market prices for Cherry and Grape 
tomatoes continue to increase in FOB as supplies are 
limited throughout. The East coast is experiencing lighter 
supplies and an increase in demand from the West coast, 
as very limited quantities are crossing at Baja, McAllen 
and Nogales. Quality from the East coast for cherry and 
grape tomatoes is good, while the West coast is seeing fair 
quality at this time. The situation should improve in mid-
December as harvesting will be in full swing in Nogales. 

Romas: The Roma market continues to struggle as prices 
increase drastically and supplies are extremely limited. 
Mexico has become the main source of Roma tomatoes 
during the winter months, which has caused FL growers 
to decrease the amount of acreage utilized for this variety. 
Currently there is very little coming out of Baja and what 
volume they do have is down in sizing and only fair quality. 
The situation should improve in January as the harvesting 
will begin in Nogales. The East coast is producing very little 
volume and the quality is variable with lighter color  
than normal. 

Green beans
The bushel market is up this week on green beans with 
light supply and good demand. Quality continues to be 
stressed due to weather.

eGGplant
Supplies continue to be limited for both the east and 
west coast. The market remains high across the country, 
regardless of the grade.

bell peppers
The green bell pepper market came off slightly and the 
quality looks good from all growing regions. GA harvest will 
be complete this week and FL will continue to supply for 
the rest of the season. Nogales continues to be the main 
sourcing region for the west. The red bell pepper market 
saw another increase this week with low supplies. We will 
see supply gaps that will start late November into the first 
of December.

Carrots
Carrots market is steady this week with good supply and 
steady demand. Bakersfield is continuing to produce  
good quality.

Celery
Market on celery is up this week with steady supply, 
demand and good quality and color. There are some 
reports of pith out of all areas that could affect yields.

Green onions
Green onion market is up this week with moderate 
demand and a wide range in quality.

CauliFloWer
The market on cauliflower is up as heavy demand exceeds 
supply this week as the season winds down in Salinas. 
No issues to report on quality. Good demand is expected 
through Thanksgiving.

asparaGus
Market is steady this week on asparagus but the 
Thanksgiving pull has begun so higher prices are expected. 
There are reports of poor quality coming out of Mexico. 
Peruvian is still the best quality asparagus right now.

broCColi
Market is down this week on crowns and bunches. 
Supplies remain light while quality and demand remains 
good. Market is expected to strengthen with good demand 
through Thanksgiving. Good demand through Thanksgiving 
is expected.

produCe
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tropiCal
pineapples
Short rotation of pineapple inventory is still 
recommended to avoid any fruit issues related to high 
humidity at the farms. Growers are reporting good fruit 
condition overall but volume is still lower than anticipated 
and will continue on that trend up to week 52. There is 
good demand and the market is generally steady.

bananas
The rainy season in the tropics has begun. Export 
numbers have increased and prices are steady. Organic 
numbers have become unexpectedly short.

avoCados
Mexican avocado volume has slowed down due to a 
National Holiday, along with some rain in the area and 
growers not wanting to harvest small fruit. Some rain 
has caused lenticels spotting on the fruit. Not all fruit is 
turning the skin black when ripe and some are giving in 
while still having some green coloration. Chilean fruit is 
coming into the U.S. with volumes slowly increasing. A 
smaller crop is expected for this season.

melons
Cantaloupes
Demand is still light on cantaloupes this week as import 
melons has started. Sizing is peaking on 9s with good 
volume on 12s as well. Expect less availability on the 
smaller sizing again next week. Overall the quality has 
improved from last week; the issues with ground spotting 
and discoloration have improved.

honeydeWs
Supplies are steady out of Nogales, Arizona of Mexican 
origin. The fruit is running heavier to larger fruit as new 
fields are being harvested. Arizona domestic crop is 
reporting a mixed marked, up on smaller sizes, down on 
larger sizes. Quality remains good this week with less 
spotting and better brix levels.

berries
blaCkberries
Market has decreased from last week due to improved 
supplies. Expect pricing to stabilize at this current level. 
Mexican production has stabilized with rain now out of the 
forecast. California production continues to decline.

straWberries
Market has increased from last week. Oxnard is currently 
the only area with foodservice quality. The next six weeks 
will be very low production out of California. Mexico is only 
shipping one shipment a week for the next three weeks.

raspberries
Pricing is down this week; expect pricing to increase 
steadily the next couple of weeks as supplies continue to 
decrease. Supplies have increased from Mexico versus 
projections while California continues to decrease.

Grapes
California grapes are starting to slow down; the majority 
of the grapes are in storage. Crimsons remain the 
dominant red seedless variety, and some growers will 
have availability into mid-December. The black seedless 
continues to slow down, but Autumn Royals should be 
available out of California through the first week  
of December.

produCe
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hanGinG Fruit
apples & pears
Washington harvest is now complete. There is a 
shortage of trucks in the Northwest and rates have 
gone up dramatically. Many loads were not shipped 
last week due to the truck situation. Shipments for 
pears have been very strong. 

Citrus
lemons
District 1 sizes are peaking on 165, 140 and 200s and 
district 3 sizes are peaking on 140s, 115s, and 165s. Both 
regions are averaging 70/30 fancy to choice spread. 
Shippers will be putting deals together between now 
and January when district 3 is expected to wind down. 
Meyer lemons are available in 1#, 2# bags and volume 
fills 18lbs.

oranGes
Navels are heavy on the fancy grade, 80/20. Sizes 
are peaking on 88, 113 and 72s. Cara Cara navels 
are expected to start the first week of December. 
Clementines have limited availability but their quality 
is improving. Mandarins are available now through 
Holidays.

limes
Weather has been a factor in the lime market recently. 
The rain in Mexico has limited the harvesting of limes for 
the past few weeks. Large fruit (110’s, 150’s and 175’s) 
is coming across more than smaller fruit. More reports of 
stylar are reported. Shippers have been holding fruit an 
extra day or two to allow the styalr to show so they can 
pull them from the lot. Harvesting has been adjusted to 
ensure that only dry fruit is harvesting. There are more 
black spots/sugar spots from wet fruit being packed. 
High prices are expected through February.
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